10 Did You Know FACTS on Crime

(Taken from the Nassau Guardian 8/29/11)

. Over the weekend police arrested 11 men confiscated four
handguns in three separate incidences. (Tribune 29/8/11)

. Police shot and killed a man who tried to disarm an officer after
reports were made about a suspicious man walking on 1% street in
the Coconut Grove area. (Tribune 29/8/11)

. In Trinidad & Tobago a state of emergency has been declared
commencing on the 22/8/11 in response to the escalating crime
levels.
(http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/08/22/us-trinidad-crime-
IdUSTRE77L6EQ20110822)

. In Trinidad, only 20% of arrests led to convictions yet more than
250 people were killed for the year and seven overnight, which
prompted the state of emergency.
(http://www.stabroeknews.com/2011/features/in-the-
diaspora/08/29/reflecting-on-trinidad-and-tobago%E2%80%99s-
state-of-emergency/)

. Much like the PLP’s Crime Plan as laid out by our leader, Rt. Hon.
Perry Gladstone Christie, the Trinidadian state of emergency is
geared towards the saturation of “hot spots” for crime, in an effort
to reduce the likelihood that crime takes place.
(http://www.trinidadexpress.com/news/BREAKING-NEWS-State-
of-Emergency-declared-128160123.html)

. With sentiments similar to that our leader in the crime plan and
more recently, our deputy leader, in the Guardian, vis a Vis
unemployment and its directly proportional nature to crime, a
report by Ms. Gabrielle Hosein in the Stabroek News indicated



that the economy is underdeveloped leading to few
opportunities to make a legal living wage. Thus crime, if it is to
be tackled, can only be done through creating new
understandings of manhood, ones not linked to dropping out of
school, quick money, bling and brands, gang belonging, and
violence as means of control. The solution to runaway crime is
institutional, economic, and gendered.
(http://www.stabroeknews.com/2011/features/in-the-
diaspora/08/29/reflecting-on-trinidad-and-tobago%E2%80%99s-
state-of-emergency)

. Hon. Brave Davis indicated in the Nassau Guardian that the
mismanagement of the economy by Hubert Ingraham and Zhivargo
Laing has contributed to the high rate of crime in the Bahamas.
(Nassau Guardian 29/8/11) He supported this by further indicating
the unquestionable correlation between high unemployment and
crime.

. Published in the Journal of Law & Economics Vol. (44) 2001 pg
259 -283 was an article provided by the University of Chicago
Press that analyzed the relationship between unemployment and
crime. Using U.S. state data, they estimated the effect of
unemployment on the rates of seven felony offenses. We find
significantly positive effects of unemployment on property crime
rates.

(http://ideas.repec.org/a/ucp/jlawec/v44y2001i1p259-83.html)

. In a discussion paper published by the Centre for Economic Policy
Research by two economists, Steven Raphael of the University of
California at San Diego and Rudolf Winter-Ebmer of the
University of Linz, the directly proportional relationship between
unemployment and crime was supported. The statistics used for the
study are taken from the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reports across the



US from 1970 to 1993. They are then broken down according to
types of crime and adjusted for poverty and demographic
components. The authors note that in a later period, 1992 to 1996,
a period when unemployment was falling, there was a dramatic fall
in all types of crime. So the two economists argue that a drop of
two percentage points in unemployment would mean a 9% decline
in burglary, 14% in rape and robbery and 30% in assault. Had
unemployment been one percentage point in higher in 1992, there
would have been nearly 500,000 more crimes in the United States.
The authors conclude that if there were improved job prospects for
jobless workers, particularly in inner cities, further declines in
crime rates would be achieved.
(http://www.cepr.org/press/DP2129.htm)

10. Bruce Weinberg, Associate Professor of Economics at Ohio
State University, Eric Gould of Hebrew University and David
Mustard of the University of Georgia published an article in The
Review of Economics and Statistics Journal outlining how high
crime rates are linked to low wages and unemployment.

A report done by Jeff Grabmeier and published by Ohio State Research
news outlined the study. Researchers examined national crime rates
between 1979 and 1997 and found much of the increase in crime during
that period can be explained by falling wages and rising unemployment
among men without college educations. While politicians have focused
on crime-fighting initiatives as central to controlling crime, this study
shows that the impact of labor markets should not be overlooked.
"Public officials can put more cops on the beat, pass tougher sentencing
laws, and take other steps to reduce crime, but there are limits to how
much these can do," he said. "We found that a bad labor market has a
profound impact on the crime rates."

From 1979 to 1997, federal statistics show the inflation-adjusted wages
of men without a college education fell by 20 percent. Despite declines
after 1993, the property and violent crime rates (adjusted for changes in



the country's demographics) increased by 21 percent and 35 percent
respectively during that period.

Weinberg said the strongest finding in this new study is a link between
falling wages and property crimes such as burglary. However, the study
also found a link between wages and some violent crimes - such as
assault and robbery - in which money is often a motive.

The weakest relationship occurred with murder and rape - two crimes in
which monetary gain is not usually a motive.

"The fact that murder and rape didn't have much of a connection with
wages and unemployment provides good evidence that many criminals
are motivated by poor economic conditions to turn to crime," Weinberg
said.

The theory behind why crime increases in the wake of falling wages is
simple, he said. "A decline in wages increases the relative payoff of
criminal activity. It seems obvious that economic conditions should have
an impact on crime, but few studies have systematically studied the
Issue."

National crime rates rose from 1979 to 1992, when wages for less skilled
men were falling. Crime declined from 1993 to 1997. This decline in
crime corresponded to a leveling off and slight increase in the wages of
unskilled workers across the nation in that period, Weinberg said.
Weinberg and his colleagues did several analyses to examine the
connection between wages, unemployment and crime between 1979 and
1997 for men without college educations. In one analysis, they looked at
crime rates in 705 counties across the country - all counties with
populations greater than 25,000 - and compared them with state wages
and unemployment rates.

The second analysis focused on statistics from 198 metropolitan areas as
defined by the U.S. Census. The researchers took into account factors
such as arrest rates and number of police that may have also influenced
crime rates.



In the first analysis, the researchers calculated that the 20 percent fall in
the wages of non-college-educated men over the entire period can
account for a 10.8 percent increase in property crime and a 21.6 percent
increase in violent crime. "Wage declines are responsible for more than
half of the long term increase in both property and violent crime,"
Weinberg said.

Overall, wages had a larger effect on crime than did the unemployment
rate, according to Weinberg. That's because the unemployment rate is
cyclical and there is no strong long-term trend. Wages, however, fell
steadily during most of the period studied.

"Clearly, the long-term trend in wages was the dominant factor on crime
during this period," he said.

In a third analysis, the researchers examined data from the 1979
National Longitudinal Survey of Youth to see if the criminal behavior of
the young men who participated in the survey could be linked to
economic conditions where they lived. This survey asked participants if
they had taken part in crimes such as shoplifting and robbery in the
previous year.

As expected, economic conditions had no effect on the criminal activity
for the more highly educated workers in the sample.

However, among less educated men, lower wages and higher
unemployment rates in the states where they lived made it more likely
that they had participated in crimes. This was true even after the
researchers took into account factors such as cognitive ability and family
background.

"Low-skilled workers are clearly the most affected by the changes in
labor opportunities, and these results remain after controlling for a
wealth of personal and family characteristics,” he said.
(http://researchnews.osu.edu/archive/crimwage.htm)




